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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7, 9 and 12-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kimura et al. (US 2003/0185134). 

In regard to claims 1 and 17, Kimura et al. teaches an objective lens unit for 
converging a light flux onto an information recording plane of an optical information 
recording medium in an optical pickup apparatus (fig. 3), comprising: a first optical 
element arranged so as to be opposite to the optical information recording medium 
(L1); a second optical element arranged at a light source side of the first optical 
element so as to be opposite to the first optical element and including a ring-shaped 
structure in which plural ring-shaped zones are formed on at least one optical surface 
of the second optical element such that neighboring ring-shaped zones cause a 
predetermined optical path difference for incident rays (L2); wherein the first optical 
element comprises: a first optical element functional section (S4); and a first flange 
section integrally formed in one body around the first optical functional section (see M 
see also paragraph 404), wherein the second optical element comprises: a second 
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optical functional section (S1); and a second flange section integrally formed in one 
body around the second optical function section, and wherein the first flange section 
and the second flange section come in contact with each other and are formed so as to 
fix the first and second optical elements at predetermined respective relative positions 
(see M and paragraph 404). 

In regard to claim 2, Kimura et al. teaches wherein the first and second lens are 
plastic (paragraph 50). 

In regard to claim 3, Kimura et al. teaches |P2/P1 1<2 (see paragraph 409 line 4). 

In regard to claim 4, Kimura et al. teaches the neighboring ring-shaped zones are 
formed to displace relatively in an optical axis direction so as to cause the 
predetermined optical path difference (fig. 3a). 

In regard to claim 5, Kimura et al. teaches the ring-shaped structure is a 
diffractive structure to diffract an incident ray (fig. 3a). 

In regard to claim 6, Kimura et al. teaches the ring-shaped structure corrects a 
chromatic aberration caused by the first optical element (see paragraph 24). 

In regard to claim 7, Kimura et al. teaches a used wavelength is 500 nm or less 
(see paragraph 29). 

In regard to claim 9, Kimura et al. teaches an image side numerical aperture is 
.75 or more (see paragraph 51 ). 

In regard to claim 12, Kimura et al. teaches the first optical element is a refractive 
lens (see paragraph 53 line 17). 
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In regard to claim 13, Kimura et al. teaches wherein the ring-shaped structure is 
formed on an aspherical surface (paragraph 63). 

In regard to claim 14, Kimura et al. teaches the flange section of the first optical 
element and the flange section of the second optical element are shaped to fit and 
come in contact with each other so that the first and second optical elements are fixed 
at the predetermined respective relative positions (see fig. 3 element M). 

In regard to claim 15, Kimura et al. teaches an optical pickup apparatus 
comprising: the objective lens unit described in claim 1 (fig. 4). 

In regard to claim 16, Kimura et al. teaches an optical information recording 
and/or reproducing apparatus, comprising: the optical pickup apparatus described in 
claim 15 (fig. 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8, 10 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Haley whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0574. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on 571-272-7589. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

■ 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





WILLIAM KORZUCH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



